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Guide to Article 21 of the 1980 Hague
Convention: Rights of Access

Losing contact with your child overseas can be devastating. Article 21 of the Hague Abduction
Convention provides a way for parents or parental guardians to seek help in seeking effective
rights of access to their child. This Info sheet focuses solely on access, such as visits or
communication, not on custody or the return of the child.

Understanding Article 21
Article 21 allows parents to apply for assistance in securing or organising access rights when
contact with their child has been disrupted. Each country party to the Convention has a Central
Authority responsible for assisting with these cases. They can help by supporting legal
applications for contact. 
Steps to seeking Access

Contact the Central Authority: Reach out to the Central Authority in your country. They will
guide you on submitting an application.
https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/authorities1/?cid=24

1.

Submit Your Application: Include key information such as your relationship to the child,
previous access arrangements, and details of the current situation.

2.

Mediation: Mediation is often encouraged to avoid lengthy court proceedings. We would
recommend finding an International Family Mediator. Search IAFL, Mediators for someone
who understands international family law. 

3.

Legal advice and representation: If mediation fails, the Central Authority can support you in filing
a legal case in the child’s country of residence. Some countries provide for non means /non merits
tested legal aid for the applicant parent/parental guardian.

Challenges You May Face 
The process can be time-consuming and complex. Cultural and legal differences between
countries may add to the challenges, and even with a court order, enforcement of access rights
can be difficult if the other parent resists.
Practical Advice for Parents

Be Clear and Focused: Clearly state the type and frequency of access you are seeking.
Document Communication Attempts: Keep records of your efforts to maintain contact with
your child.
Seek Professional Support: Consult a lawyer specialising in international family law and
reach out to organisations experienced in Hague Convention cases for advice and emotional
support.
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Additional Considerations
Article 21 applies only between countries that are parties to the Hague Abduction Convention.
Information in respect of Countries who are members of the 1980 Hague Convention can be
found here: https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=24 

Courts will always prioritise the best interests of the child when deciding access arrangements.

Where to Get Help
Central Authority: Your first point of contact for advice and guidance.
Legal Professionals: Experts in international family law can help you navigate the legal
system.
Support Organisations: Organisations like GlobalARRK provide resources and support for
parents dealing with international child abduction cases.

Conclusion
Reestablishing contact with your child under Article 21 can be a challenging process, but it is a
vital tool for maintaining your relationship. Stay focused on your child’s best interests, seek
support, and approach the process with patience and determination.

Guide to Article 21 of the 1980 Hague
Convention: Rights of Access

https://www.hcch.net/en/instruments/conventions/status-table/?cid=24

